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  CMOP Undergraduate Intern Mentoring Opportunity

Deadline:  March 27, 2009
Selections Announced:  April 3, 2009
Name/Title/Institution(s) of senior mentor(s):  Vanessa Green
Name/Title/Institution(s) of frontline mentor(s):  Elizabeth Woody/K-12 Program Coordinator
Name/Title/Institution(s) of support staff:  Jeff Schilling/Web Marketing Coordinator/OHSU, Elizabeth Furse/Institute for Tribal Government

Project Title:  CMOP Tribal Portal Database

Context for Project:  In 2008, CMOP initiated development of a website called the Tribal Portal Database.  The purpose of this website was to offer extensive, rigorously researched information about Pacific Northwest Tribes relation to the Columbia River, including information about worldviews, traditional ecological knowledge, and historical/current environment connections and interactions.  The site was intended to be relevant and useful to a wide variety of users, including tribal communities; tribal scientists, agencies, and educational communities; “western” scientists, agencies and educational communities.  Although this project was begun, it did not meet the standard of “rigorously researched” nor did it offer extensive information or connect with the communities it was meant to reach.  As a result, the site has not gone live.  Please see http://www.stccmop.org/tribal and related sub-pages for the current outcome (CMOP login required).  
The purpose of this project is to build on the existing infrastructure, focusing on:

· Goal:  Giving comprehensive information about PNW tribes links with coastal margins, focusing on tribes with historical and contemporary links with the Columbia River:  Nez Perce, Umatilla, Warm Springs, Yakama, and others – Multnomah, Siletz, Chinook, Cowlitz.  Audience:  “western” scientists and educators who can learn more about these tribes’ traditional ecological knowledge and how it connects with “western” science, as well as tribal sovereignty and treaty rights related to Columbia River-related natural resources.  Information should be based on a literature review and interviews with individual tribal members.
· Goal:  Articulate CMOP and CMOP-related research as it relates to PNW tribes.  Articulate reasons why CMOP research is specifically relevant to tribal communities and ways that CMOP is connecting with these communities – through research and education partnerships.  Develop and build upon interest in science education amongst tribal communities.  Audience:  Pacific Northwest tribal communities, including Nez Perce, Umatilla, Warm Springs, Yakama, and others.

Brief Description.  
This project addresses the following goals and objectives from the CMOP SIP (diversity section):  

Goal 2:  CMOP will become a trusted resource for PNW Native American Tribes


Objective C:  CMOP will assist Native American tribes in developing effective mechanisms to educate Tribal members in coastal margin science and technology, across the continuum of pre-college through graduate school

Objective D:  CMOP will be a scientific and technical resource for PNW Native American Tribes and tribal organizations

Objective E:  CMOP will progressively bridge scientific and technical gaps between PNW Native American tribes and non-Tribal agencies.
Specific changes/additions to the current site to include:  

· Revise entire tribal portal site to meet the needs of the audiences.  This will require extensive user analysis to determine specifications for the web site.

· A revision of the Google tribal map to focus on Nez Perce, Warm Springs, Umatilla, Yakama and other Columbia-River related tribes; efforts to increase user-friendliness and streamline visual experience

· Revise and add to content about Nez Perce, Umatilla, Warm Springs, Yakama and other Columbia River-related tribes.  Content should be rigorously researched and cited.
· Explore links between traditional ecological knowledge and CMOP data and research.  Where possible, create content that articulates these connections and hyperlinks with other areas of the CMOP website.

· Further add to content by citing images used and/or properly access or create other images relevant to PNW tribes and the Columbia River

· Review and add to links and contacts pages.  
Proposed Outcomes/Broader Impact:
The project should culminate with a website that can go live at the end of the summer and can serve as a major area of interface between CMOP and Pacific Northwest Tribes.  The website should also serve as a useful conduit of information about PNW tribes for non-tribal scientists, researchers and educators.  The site will contribute towards CMOP fulfillment of the SIP goal and objectives stated above, and will serve as a CMOP-internal mechanism for education and synergy regarding Pacific Northwest tribes. 
Proposed timeline (within a 10 week span):

Week 1: orientation, lit review, and Tribal site review

Week 2:  lit review and begin learning use of web building software tools

Week 3-9:  conduct CMOP interviews, articulating relevance of research to PNW tribes; conduct interviews with individual tribal members, revise and further develop website organization and visual aesthetic; review, revise and add content to site
Week 10: final presentation, website goes live
Intern academic experience and skill set should include:  Ability to conduct rigorous research (and appropriately cite) from multiple media; ability to work autonomously, think creatively and seek guidance when needed; strong writing skills required; ability to communicate within a variety of settings required, experience within Native American communities preferred; basic web skills preferred but not required.  Social science major preferred.  Willing to work with a less experienced candidate.
Comprehensive bibliography, thorough enough to include these tribes:  Celilo, Cowlitz, Multnomah, Grande Ronde, Siletz, Chinook, Shoalwater-Chinook, Yakama, Umatilla, Warm Springs, Nez Perce.

This project will set the specifications for the site and provide a solid foundation for further work during the academic year and/or future projects.  

